MODERN   AND   MEDIEVAL

change in the surroundings and the life of the people from the Middle
Ages to the twentieth century. Roads are built and railways laid down.
Horses and horse-drawn traffic become less and less as cars -appear and fill
the roads. The streets dark at night, and the houses dimly lit, gradually
grow bright as gas and then electric.light take the pkce of dips and oil.
The increasing roar of traffic and the blare of gramophone and wireless are
heard. -                                            ^

It is easy living in the present to picture the past, but it is much more
difficult to live in the past and conjure up the future. In Tarim we found
ourselves in the unfamiliar atmosphere of medieval surroundings and con-
ditions of life, with no fiiendly policeman and only savagery outside the
walls. It was as though men from this past had stepped forward several
centuries of time and brought back twentieth century furniture, cars,
telephones, electric light, iced drinks, baths and every "mod. con." At
night when we sat under an electric fin in a modern drawing-room, the
bulk of the population was sleeping in caves, or little stick huts, or in mud
dars, every man with his rifle and dagger within easy reach.